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SPECTO has become a traditional annual international conference for researchers, scientists
and expects which collects every year a wide audience of participants and listeners.
The 6th edition of SPECTO under the title Mass Supervision has been hosted this year by
the Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal Law in Freiburg i. Br.,
Germany.

“The Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal Law in Freiburg
adopts an interdisciplinary approach that combines criminal law and criminology in the
interests of advancing criminal law theory and its application as a form of social control. The
Department of Criminal Law therefore studies the theory of criminal law and bases its
analyses primarily on a normative and comparative approach. The Department of Criminology
uses both empirical, as well as theoretical methods to shed light on the causes and forms of
criminality and the options for social control. Issues common to both departments include
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risk, hazard and prevention, globalization, internationalization and networking, and the
information society and information technology.” (www.mpg.de)
In an ambience where multidisciplinary approach is at its home and where state of the art
researches are conducted by both in house researchers and researchers coming for research
stages from all over the world, the theme of this year, that included a wide array of topics, has
not only offered the participants the opportunity to exchange knowledge and present the
newest results of the researches conducted but also offered the possibility to meet with
colleagues from other institutions and countries and to enlarge the existing interinstitutional
network thus developing new research directions and identifying new scientific focus points.
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THURSDAY
11th May, 2017

The conference has been opened by a the hosts of this year
through Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Ulrich SIEBER, who is a
director at the Max Planck Institute for Foreign and
International Criminal Law in Freiburg/Germany and an
honorary professor and faculty member at the law faculties of
the University of Freiburg and the University of Munich.
He is a visiting professor at the law departments of Peking
University, Renmin University, Beijing Normal University, and
Wuhan University (all People’s Republic of China) as well as
an honorary professor at the Universidad Tecnológica de los
Andes (Cusco/Peru). He is the recipient of hononary doctorates from the National and
Kapodistrian University of Athens/Greece, the National University of San Marcos
(Lima/Peru), the University of Pécs/Hungary, and from South-West University Neofit Rilski
Blagoewgrad/Bulgaria.
From the vantage point of comparative criminal law, Prof.
Sieber’s publications deal, in particular, with issues relating
to globalization, European criminal law, terrorism, organized
crime, cybercrime, and information technology in law. Two
of his books have been translated into Japanese; his
“International Handbook on Computer Crime” has been
published in French. Articles on issues of computer law and
economic criminal law have been published in Chinese,
Danish, English, French, Greek, Italian, Japanese, Korean,
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Persian, Portuguese, Polish, Spanish, and Turkish. Anthologies with authoritative articles
have been published in Chinese, Japanese and in Korean.
After his welcoming words, Dr. Mihaela Alida TOMIȚĂ, who, since the first edition of
SPECTO has been the head of the organizing committee, has expressed her gratitude for the
opportunity to collaborate with Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal
Law at this event. Then she has briefly presented the previous editions of SPECTO
Conference and how this got to be a traditional event of the West University of Timisoara
(Romania).
Next, she has read the salute words of Professor Marilen Pirtea, the Rector of the West
University of Timisoara:
“Honoured Professor Sieber, Dear colleagues,
On these two days, The West University of Timisoara,
Romania, has the great honour of holding the sixth edition of
the SPECTO international conference in partnership with a
very prestigious international institution of research and
education, the Max-Planck Institute for Foreign and
International Criminal Law, with this very inspiring and
challenging theme: Mass Supervision! I think the questions
raised from the title of this conference are very timely.
The topic of this special edition is an exciting and meaningful
one with regards to the challenge it raises – that of
approaching probation from a multidisciplinary perspective.
More and more research stresses the importance of the social
context in which offenders return after serving their
punishment. This is the most challenging for us as academics
to link the research with practical solution!
Are we ready to deal with crime using this knowledge and the question is: Mass supervision is
a real solution or a quite one? Are our institutions able to respond in a systemic way to all
these challenges?
We believe that Science is the most powerful wheel in the big machine of human progress. We
appeal to innovate and share knowledge with each other!
SPECTO Conference Committees are doing their best to make our authors and their papers
visible and accessible from almost anywhere on the web - because authors' impact is our
greatest priority!
It is our great pride that the previous SPECTO Conference Proceedings are indexed into the
most popular and scientifically strong databases: Thomson Reuters ISI Web of Knowledge.
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I express my hoping that these two days will provide all of us here – researchers,
administrators or practitioners – a good opportunity to share good solutions for some of these
challenges.
We therefore salute this scientific event which has already started to build a tradition, and
which is essentially devoted to the analysis of two fundamental values: freedom, and the
responsibility that comes along with it.
As a Rector of one of the biggest Romanian University, I am proud to know that in this
wonderful partnership with Max Plank Institute, we are able to make our voice heard an d I
wish you fruitful days filled with inspiration, I wish you to enjoy this very dynamic
atmosphere, and most of all, I wish you enjoy the freedom to question and change the
established way of doing things in this very challenging scientific area of interest!
Special thanks to Professor Sieber and his grate team!
Thank you!”
Professor Marilen Pirtea – West University of Timisoara Rector

POZA PLACHETA

Finally, Dr. Tomita has handed in a ceremonial plaque to Prof. Sieber with the profile of the
west University of Timisoara.
The floor was then given to Mr. Willem van der Brugge,
the Secretary General of the Confederation of European
Probation for safer communities (CEP) . With this
opportunity a few words have been said to describe the role
and aim of CEP and the importance of the theme of this
year’s SPECTO in the current international context. For
the organizers having CEP as a continuous supporter of
SPECTO represents an invaluable asset as “CEP aims to
promote the social inclusion of offenders through
community sanctions and measures such as probation,
community service, mediation and conciliation. CEP is
committed to enhance the profile of probation and to improve professionalism in this field, on
a national and a European level. CEP therefore promotes pan-European cooperation by
organizing conferences on actual topics in probation. By making the reports of these events
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available, by publishing its digital newsletter and through this website, CEP stimulates the
exchange of ideas on probation. In this way it makes an important contribution to the
development of community sanctions and measures. Its members are organizations working in
the field of probation and interested individuals. CEP thus brings together practitioners,
managers, academics, stakeholders and others working in the field of probation and criminal
justice from all over Europe. Together they represent a unique network of expertise about
positive ways of working with offenders in the community. Their common concern is how to
protect society without resorting to the expense of prison. To European bodies such as the
European Union and the Council of Europe, CEP is the spokesperson for the sector of
probation, providing expertise and comparative data. It is therefore the voice of probation in
‘Brussels’. CEP was founded in 1981 as the ‘Conférence permanente Européenne de la
Probation’. Since October 2013, CEP is an acronym of Confederation of European Probation.
The benefits of CEP membership are summarized for regular members and for academic
members. Both documents provide 10 reasons for becoming a CEP member.” (www.cepprobation.org)
The moderator of the Official Opening Session and of the Plenary
session of the first conference day was Dr. iur. Johanna
RINCEANU, LL.M. who has studied from 1993–1998 law

in

Freiburg. In 1998 she was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to study
law at the George Washington University Law School in Washington
D.C., USA. From 2000–2002 she completed her Legal Clerkship
(Referendariat)

in

Rheinland-Pfalz.

2007

she

completed

her

dissertation at the Humboldt University in Berlin entitled “International Criminal Law in
Romania”. From 1999–2000 Johanna Rinceanu worked as a consultant at The World Bank,
Legal Department, in Washington D.C., USA. Since 2002, she has worked as an attorney in
Freiburg with a focus on criminal law and human rights law. From 2002 to 2008, she worked
as a researcher and senior researcher and, since 2009, as head of the section Romania at the
Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal Law in Freiburg. Since 2007 she
is a lecturer at the Albert Ludwigs University in Freiburg. Johanna Rinceanu has numerous
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publications on German and Romanian criminal law as well as on Human Rights law
published in Germany, Italy, Romania, Spain, Turkey and USA.

Plenary Sessions

The first presentation of the Plenary session was that of Professor Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Ulrich
Sieber, Director MPI, on the theme of “The emergence of preventive security law”.
By means of this presentation Dr. Sieber has underlined the shift of paradigm from the main
interest of the society for punishing the perpetrators to the main interest of society to
preventing the crime from happening and thus, the importance of creating abstract
endangerment offences like, as it was exemplified in case of preparatory offences. Also, Dr.
Sieber has explained the current context of the notion of “risk society” in relationship to the
“new high risk crimes” represented by terrorism, organized crime, economic crimes,
cybercrimes and international crimes.

After this, Professor Dr. Ioan Durnescu, University of Bucharest, with the presentation on
the theme of “The 'quite' crisis of probation in Europe” has followed. Dr. Durnescu is
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professor at the University of Bucharest, Faculty of Sociology and Social Work. He teaches
and conducts research in the area of probation and prison fields. His special interest is
comparative probation. He is one of the editors of the Probation in Europe (WOLF) and the
Understanding penal practice (Routledge). Ioan Durnescu is also co-editor of the European
Journal of Probation, a journal published by the University of Bucharest in partnership with
SAGE Publishing. He is also member in a number of prestigious organizations: he is board
member of the Confederation of European Probation (CEP) and also a former chair of the
Community sanctions and measures working group within the European Society of
Criminology.
The presentations of Dr. Durnescu was then continued by that of Detective, Chief Inspector
Sion HALL who is an experienced Detective with a demonstrated history of working in the
law enforcement industry. Skilled in Combatting Human Trafficking, Criminal Intelligence,
Counterterrorism, Law Enforcement, Criminal Justice, and Safeguarding Children. During the
more than 20 years of police career he has worked in managerial level in the following areas –
Counter Terrorism, Intelligence and Source handling, Covert Policing and Professional
Standards Department being also heavily involved in Safeguarding, particularly around Child
Sexual Exploitation, Honour Based Violence/Forced Marriages and Human Trafficking/
Modern Day Slavery. Additionally he has worked as a CID trainer and has conducted several
local, regional and national presentations. He is a strong operations professional with a Police
and police studies focused in Policing and criminology from University of Portsmouth. He has
focused on the theme of “Supervision of defendants and offenders in the UK. Theoretical
and practical aspects of the foreseen procedures” by means of which he explained that: “The
investigation and trial of a criminal defendant as well as the execution of a custodial sentence
in the UK involves several key actors: Police, Crown Prosecution, Magistrates, Judges,
Probation Officers, Prison Officers. Additionally, the National Offender Management Service
is having a key role in managing offenders and reducing re-offending, with responsibility for
both community and custodial offender services. This includes both public and contracted
prisons, Community Rehabilitation Companies and the National Probation Service. After the
sentence has been imposed – conditional discharge, fine, community sentence, suspended
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sentence, custodial sentence – the supervision is conducted in such a way that the purposes of
sentencing, as foreseen in the Criminal Justice Act - the punishment of offenders, the
reduction of crime (including its reduction by deterrence), the reform and rehabilitation of
offenders, the protection of the public, the making of reparation by offenders to persons
affected by their offences – are meat. The current paper aims to examine the existing
legislative tools and the practical aspects which arise while applying them.”
After this presentation followed that of Rev. Brian GREGORY who, for the services to
charitable work for disadvantaged people in Romania, Brian Gregory has been awarded by
Queen Elizabeth II the honour of British Empire Medal. He has been for more than 24 years a
Vicar at the Church of England. Since 1990 Brian Gregory has made several visits to
Romania each year, being involved since that date in the charity sector. He has been vice president of Pro Prietenia Arad Foundation since 2001 and, in the UK, he is the chairman of
The Friendship Foundation (UK – Romania), registered charity established in 2009 to
formalize the assistance offered to Romania ever since 1990. Since than Grian Gregory has
been involved in social projects to relieve poverty and suffering, to educate the public
concerning Romania and to organize exchanges for youth with fewer opportunities. Also,
Brian Gregory has been actively involved in preventing human trafficking, supporting the
development of local, national and international professional networks against human
trafficking. By means of his presentation ”Realization of a Regionalized Collaborative
Response to Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking”, Rev. Gregory has explained that “It
has long been recognised that Government and law enforcement agencies cannot tackle
human trafficking alone. Modern slavery and human trafficking demand a collaborative
response from statutory agencies, community groups, public services, faith communiti es and
voluntary organisations. As early as 2004, one London borough set up a coalition of people
from the area to raise awareness of human trafficking and from this there developed one of
the first of many regional multi-agency partnerships in this field. According to the UK's
Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner in his Strategic Plan 2015 - 2017, 'such partnerships
should share information, intelligence and experience, leverage resources and allow for
strategic planning and must be focused on achieving clear overarching outcomes: increased
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identifications of potential victims, improved care and support for victims, and increased
investigations and prosecutions of the criminals.'
This present paper describes various forms of partnerships in England and Wales which, in
effect, aim to fulfil the Commissioner's stated priority. It goes on to look at how cooperation
between the numerous regional partnerships is achieved by means of a national coordinators'
forum. The paper describes in particular one of the largest regional multi-agency partnership
in the field of modern slavery and human trafficking in the country as an example of best
practice. The paper seeks to be an inspiration and an aid to others throughout the United
Kingdom and further afield in their efforts to establish their own local expression of a
regional multi-agency partnership.“
The first day’s plenary sessions have closed with two more presentations. One of the was of
Mrs. Katharina MEUER who is a researcher at the Max Planck Institute for Foreign and
International Criminal Law in Freiburg, Germany, Department of Criminology. She is
currently working on the completion of her doctoral thesis about recidivism after electronic
monitoring of prisoners. Katharina Meuer studied law at the Albert Ludwigs University in
Freiburg where she successfully passed the first bar examination in 2015. Her lectures to date
have concentrated on the question whether electronic monitoring can affect the likelihood of
recidivism. Mrs. Muers presentation on the theme of “ Electronic monitoring of ‘low-risk’
offenders – Does surveillance make a difference?”
Finally, Dr. Gunda Wößner, who is a psychologist and senior researcher in the Department of
Criminology at the Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal Law in
Freiburg, Germany, followed. Her research activities focus on correctional treatment,
recidivism and reentry processes of sexual and violent offenders, electronic monitoring, and
alternative measures such as restorative justice in cases of sexual violence. She has published
her research results in various national and international journals and volumes. From 2015
until 2016, she held a professorship of psychology at the University of Applied Police
Sciences Baden-Württemberg, Germany. Her professional activities include teaching
victimology, radicalization and hate crimes, crime prevention, psychological aspects of
retaliation, and workshops on research methods. The presentation on the theme of “GPS14

electronic monitoring of ‘high-risk’ offenders –potential implications and recent
developments”.
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Parallel Session

The parallel session which took place during the afternoon of the first day’s conference has
focused on the theme of human trafficking and was moderated by Mrs. Adina Schwartz, Phd
Student at the West University of Timisoara, Doctoral School of Sociology.
The

Session

was

opened with the first
presentation of Mrs.
Rafaela

Hilario

Pascoal,

PhD.

Student

at

University
Palermo

the
of

with

the

presentation on the
theme

of

“The

Challenge of the Nigerian migration's trends for sexual exploitation purposes to the Italian
legal framework on migration policies”. Through her presentation Mrs. Pascoal has shared
the intermediate outcomes of her research: “Since the establishment of the international legal
definitions of the phenomena Trafficking of Human Beings and Migrants Smuggling on the
year 2000, by the UN that the migration passing throughout the Mediterranean has passed
through several changes. The adaptation of the organized criminal networks, operating on the
Mediterranean routes, to the national and
transnational

policies

regarding

to

migration, as well as their coercion
tendencies have put into challenge the
limitation

of

the

international

legal

framework regarding to both phenomena.
Furthermore, the migration flows have
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witnessed that smugglers and traffickers have been using the same routes, putting a mix of
different categories of vulnerable individuals, such as asylum seekers, non-accompanied
minors and victims of human trafficking together. In the last three years, the Italy has
witnessed an increase of Nigerian women arriving through the Mediterranean route, which
were
With the recently entering mechanisms developed by these criminal groups, the present article
will analyse: 1) transfer tendencies of the Nigerian criminal networks to displace the victims;
2) The use of immigration policies in order to avoid deportation; 3) The response of the
Italian Government regarding to the human trafficking victims that are within the asylum seeking system.”
After this, Detective Inspector Mark Vaughton from Lancashire Police has presented which
is the “Lancashire Constabulary's Response to Human Trafficking”, which was “A
presentation
journey

of

Constabulary

to reflect the
Lancashire
in

their

response to the offences of
Human

Trafficking

and

Modern Day Slavery within
the area of Lancashire in
the United Kingdom. During
the presentation, we will
reflect on where we were as
an organization internally and externally and the work that has gone on and will take place to
raise the awareness of the issue of Human Trafficking and Modern Day Slavery in Lancashire
with staff and also with external partner agencies.
The officers will discuss the Human Trafficking and Modern day slavery unit set up in
Lancashire under Operation Proteus and they will be speaking about and the success that we
have had from the start of the Operation up to date. A presentation Operation Nyx which was
the first victimless prosecution pro-active led investigation into the offence of Human
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Trafficking of Romanian females in the United Kingdom will be given by the officers and they
will reflect on the success of the operation and the challenges that lay ahead.
The officers will also discuss Operation Ludlow, an Operation which has lasted for several
months and has been a very complex investigation. The Operation has just reached the arrest
and charging phase of their investigation and is pending trial at Court. This was a nationwide
operation and one of the largest seen in recent years in the United Kingdom. This operation
was again a proactive investigation which started due to the knowledge the officers had
gained in this area of crime.”
Eventually, Adina Schwartz has provided some information on the Romanian National
Agency Against Human Trafficking, as a quite unique institution in Europe, the importance
and positive outcomes of their work as well as the outcomes of her research on the theme o f
“The victim of human trafficking supervised. Between the main subject of rural gossip
and the survivor presented in documentaries. “By this she has underlined the fact that
“with more victims of modern slavery than the number of slaves existing prior to the abolition
of slavery, the 21st century is facing major challenges: the
challenge of combatting one of the most complex forms of
organized crime – human trafficking and the challenge of socially
and professionally reinserting the exploited victims into the source
communities. The present article aims to analyse the challenges a
sexually exploited victim of human trafficking is facing after the
exploitation phase and the circumstances which can act as
predictors of re-victimization. The theoretical and empirical
research conducted by the authors assess the way the
stigmatization of the victims, by the relatives and the community
members influences the process of resilience, the self re/discovery
phase of the exploited victim and in which way the exposure to
the “trafficking story” by means of participating in documentary movies, prevention
campaigns or public events influences the process of family, social and professional
rehabilitation. “ The session was designed in such a way that it gave the chance to the
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participants both to interact with the speakers by means of questioned asked and to interact
between themselves and thus to exchange ideas and identify strengths and weaknesses of the
analyzed systems.

Plenary Session
The second day’s plenary session moderated by Dr. Johanna Rinceanu started with the
presentation of Dr. Mihaela TOMITA, on the theme of “Resilience in the current trends
and it’s role in the criminal justice system”.

After this, Mr. Dominik GERSTNER M.A. followed, who is a sociologist and researcher at
the Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal Law. He has been involved in
numerous research projects that have incorporated aspects of applied empirical social
research, including studies on the spatial distribution of crime, adolescent criminal behavior,
and security and life satisfaction in neighborhood settings. His doctoral thesis analyzes
juvenile delinquency in the context of friendship networks. His current research focusses on
spatiotemporal crime analysis with an emphasis on the evaluation of applied predictive
policing technology in the federal state of Baden-Württemberg.

Next, Mr. Andrei FARKAS, PhD. Student at the Politechnical University Timisoara
presented “New methods and means to assist the probation officer during the probationer
interview”. By means of this he underlined that: “The probation officer plays a key role in the
evaluation of the probationer. All the data that he collects during specific assessment
procedures must have a certain degree of validity. The authors of this paper propose a new set
of objective determinations able to lower the probability of error based on the untruthful
answers from the probationer. Furthermore, based on the fact that for example aspects
regarding eye detection are reported not to accurately indicate deceit, the authors are
combining eye detection with other measurements such as the electro-dermal reaction, in
order to indicate the presence of a high stress level. To demonstrate the utility of the
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measurements an experiment was designed and carried out. The results are presented and
explained by the authors. As a conclusion, this new approach introduces elements of objective
evaluation during the probationer interview, offering the possibility for a low error level
investigation and evaluation.”

Eventually, Dr. Gabriel MICU has followed, who is a diplomat as profession. He is
specialized in the field of international law, deepening the issue of conflict prevention and
management, making an important contribution to the elaboration, promotion and
implementation of the Romanian Government’s policy in the field of national minorities.
The experience gained in diplomacy has been the main motivation that has led Gabriel MICU
to continue his professional training, by deepening his studies and research in areas of
international law, materialized in two doctoral theses, both closely related to his diplomatic
activity. Author of seven books as unique author, of more than 30 articles published in
specialized journals and in several international conferences, Gabriel MICU conducts in
parallel with his diplomatic activity didactic and research activities, in several prestigious
universities in Romania.

The last part of the second day of conference was dedicated to give place to a debate on the
theme of “Offender Supervision in Europe”.

The closing of the conference gave the opportunity to the hosts, the Key note speakers, the
moderators and the participants to share their impressions after the two very interesting and
highly demanding conference days and to share they future plans on how the event would
evolve during the next years.
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